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1:	 Uppercase Letters
2:	 Lowercase Letters
3:	 Basic Glyphs
4:	 Basic Glyphs Italic
5:	 Complete Glyphs
6:	 Weights & Versions Serifa 
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Typographic Detail

1:	 Abstraction
2:	 Clues
3:	 Distinction
4:	 Reveal
5:	 Letterform Sequence
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3:	 Distinction
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4:	 Reveal



5:	 Letterform Sequence
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Typographic Form & Counterform

1:	 Combine two Serifa glyphs.

2:	 Combine one Serifa glyphs with one 
       corresponding typeface name glyph.

3:	 Combine one closed in counterform 
       Serifa glyph with a geometric shape.

4:	 Combine two closed in counterform 
       glyphs with a geometric shape.
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1:	 Uppercase
2:	 Typographic Structure
3:	 Typographic Anatomy



 Handgloves 
cap height

x - height

baseline

01  Stroke

02  Crossbar

03  Counter
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05  Counter

06  Descender

07  Ear
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09  Stroke
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12  Serif
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One Size
Structure, Meaning, Hierarchy
Composition & Process Variation

A :	 One Size. One Weight. Horizontal & Orthogonal.
       12pt text / regular weight / roman / b+w /

B :	 One Size. Two Weights. Horizontal & Orthogonal.
       12pt text / regular & bold / roman / b+w /

C :	 One Size. Two Weights. Two Versions. Orthogonal. +Circle. 
       12pt text / regular & bold / roman & italic / b+w /

D :	 One Size. Two Weights. Two Versions. Orthogonal. +Rules.
       12pt text/ regular & bold / roman & italic / b+w /
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       12pt text / regular & bold / roman / b+w /
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ABaskerville

Times New Roman

Century

TYPOGRAPHY
HISTORY 
OF  
              TIMELINE

Old Style typefaces are 

based on hand lettering 

of scribes and they first 

appeared in the late 15th 

century, before Modern 

typefaces. Their relation 

to calligraphy can be seen 

in the curved strokes and 

letters with thick to thin 

transitions, looking some-

what like letters drawn with 

a pen and ink.Unlike Mod-

ern typefaces, the thick/

thin transition is moderate 

and not so obvious. 

O
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T
Y

L
E

Bembo

Garamond

Janson

1475

100bc 
Roman Capitals

1500 
Italics

T
R

A
N

S
IT

IO
N

A
L

English printer and typographer 

John Baskerville established this 

style in the mid 18th century. 

These typefaces represent the 

transition between old style and 

neoclassical designs, and in-

corporate some characteristics 

of each. Baskerville’s work with 

calendered paper and improved 

printing methods (both devel-

oped by him) allowed much finer 

character strokes to be repro-

duced and subtler character 

shapes to maintain. 

1750

1501-1504 
Michelangelo 
creates The David 
in Florence, Italy.

1763
The Treaty of Paris is 
signed andthus ended the 
Frech and Indian War.

They tend to look very structured 

and could be considered cold. 

Having said that, modern fonts 

can look really eye-catching 

and very elegant at large sizes. 

They are not suitable for large 

amounts of body text, either on 

the web or in print. When used 

for body copy in print, an effect 

called “dazzling” occurs, the 

thick lines become very promi-

nent while the thin lines almost 

disappear. It’s best to keep them 

for headings and sub-headings.

M
O

D
E

R
N

Bodoni

Didot

Aster

1775

1770 
The Boston Massacre.

1785
The end of the Revoluntionary 
War with America achieving 
independence from the British.

ABCDEFGHIJ
KLMNOP
QRST
UVW
XYZ
abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Serifa Serifa was designed by Adrian Frutiger for the 

Bauer foundry in 1966. The letterforms are based 

on those of Frutiger’s earlier sans serif design, 

Univers. Square, unbracketed serifs have been 

added, making this a slab serif typeface.

Usually, slab serif 

types are blocky and 

difficult to read in text, 

but Serifa has more 

humanistic forms that 

are highly readable for 

both text and display 

applications such as 

headlines, captions, 

or corporate logos.

S
L

A
B

 S
E

R
IF

Designed in 

Switzerland,

Released by 

Bauer Foundry

1967

1845 
United Kingdom Acts 
of Parliament

A category of typefaces that do not 

use serifs, small lines at the ends 

of characters. Popular sans serif 

fonts include Helvetica, Avant Gar-

de, Arial, and Geneva. Serif fonts 

include Times Roman, Courier, New 

Century Schoolbook, and Palatino. 

According to most studies, sans 

serif fonts are more difficult to read.

S
A

N
S
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E

R
IF

Futura

Helvetica

Gill Sans

1900

1980
Comtemporary Serif

Q
Serifa Thin

Serifa Thin Italic

Serifa Light

Serifa Light Italic

Serifa Normal

Serifa Normal Italic

Serifa Bold

Serifa Black
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